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TABLE  used  in  law  office 


LINCOLN  TABLE  OF  SOLID  WALNUT  IS 
^"HTPROPERTY  OF  ATTORNEY  JOSEPH 


Fonnerly  in  Sprin^eld  Law  Of- 
fice Wiere  Abraham  Lincoln 
Often  Visited 


111  the  law  office  of  Attorney  Joseph 
Sbaw  stands  a  sold  walnut  tabl*' 
which,  were  it  able  to  speak,  could 
pi\«l>ably  tell  some  very  interesting' 
stories  of  discussions  concerning  law 
and  politics  which  took  place  between 
Lincoln  and  others  in  the  early  fifties 
in  the  law  offices  of  Stuart  &  Edwards 
in  Springfield.  111. 

In  the  early  fifties,  the  late  George 
W.  Sha'w,  father  of  Joseph  Shaw,  then 
a  young  man,  went  from  his  home  in 
Treniont,  15  miles  southeast  of  Pe- 
oria, to  Springfield  where  he  studied 
law  in  the  offices  of  Stuart  &  Ed- 
wards. While  there  Mr.  Shaw  met  Mr. 
Lincoln  who  was  then  a  distinguished 
attorney  and  member  of  congress. 

Sitting  on  the  edge  of  this  table,  or 
sometimes  sitting  in  a  chair  with  his 
tfeet  perched  on  the  table^  Lincoln 
used  to  sit  for  hours  discussing  with 
Jolm  T.  Stuart,  then  one  of  the  ablest 
attorneys  in  Spring-field,  some  of  the 
political  questions  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
in  1836.  The  following  year,  1837,  he 
formed  a  law  partnershii)  with  At- 
torney John  T.  Stuart.     Stuart  and 


Linc-oln  continued  to  have  their  office;) 
together  until  1841  when  Mr.  Lincoln 
formed  a  new  partnership,  this  time 
with  Stephen  T.  Logan.  In  1846  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  elected  representative  to 
congress  and  from  that  time  on  was  a 
very  prominent  figure  in  iSpringflekl 
and  also  in  the  state. 

Although  they  dissolved  partnership 
Stnart  and  Lincoln  continued  to  be 
w'arm  friends  for  many  years  and 
while  Mr.  Shaw  sr.  was  studying  law 
in  the  Stuart  &  Edwards  offices,  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  very  frequent  visitor 
there  and  often  sat  at  the  little  wal- 
nut table  whicli  is  now  the  property 
of  Attorney  Jos.  Shaw. 

The  table  is  of  solid  walnut,  is  two 
and  a  half  feet  in  height,  two  and  a 
lialf  feet  in  widtli  and  three  and  a 
half  feet  in  length.  It  contains  one 
large  drawer  which  is  almost  three 
feet  in  length. 

When  George  W.  Shaw  began  prac- 
ticing law,  he  hung  out  his  shingle  in 
Springfield  and  secured  the  walnut 
talile  as  a  part  of  his  office  furniture. 

He  had  already  toecome  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  when  he 
moved  to  Geneseo  and  opened  up  an 
office  here,  he  brought  the  walnut  ta- 
ble Tsath  him  and  kept  it  in  memory 
of    the    greatest    man  he  had  ever 


known,  and  whom  i^is  nation  was  la- 
ter to  accent  as  the  greatest  man  in 
,its  history. 

Whether  or  not  this  table  occupied! 
a  place  in  tlie  office  of  Stuart  & 
Lincoln  has  not  been  definitely  estab- 
lished, but  inasmuch  as  Stuart  was 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  with 
which  Mr.  Lincoln  was  first  identified 
and  also  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  where  Mr.  Sha'w  sr.  first  saw  it 
i:  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  it 
graced  the  office  where  Mr.  Lincoln 
first  hung  out  his  shingle  with  Attor 
ney  Stuart. 

Some  time  in  its  history  the  table 
has  seen  rather  rough  usage,  but  re- 
cently it  has  been  very  carefully  pol- 
ished, and  judging  from  the  promi- 
nent place  it  occupies  in  Attorney 
Shaw's  office,  we  suspect  that  it  makes 
his  pulse  beat  just  a  little  faster  when 
he  reflects  that  it  was  once  used,  by 
t!ie  Greatest  American.  I 


LINCOLN  TABLE 
BEQUEATHED 
TO  STATE  PARK 

Los  Angeles,  Feb.  9  [UPI] 
— A  table  used  in  President 
Lincoln's  law  office  and  a  sil- 
ver service  used  during  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  debate  have 
been  bequeathed  by  a  Coli- 
fornia  woman  by  a  California 
woman  to  the  Lincoln  me- 
morial, Old  Salen  state  park 
near  Petersburgh,  111.,  it  was 
disclosed  Monday. 

The  Lincoln  relics  were  be- 


queathed in  the  will  of  the 
Mrs.  Pearl  M.  Muir,  who  iden- 
tigied  herself  as  a  grandniece 
of  William  H.  Herndon,  Lin- 
coln's Springfield,  111.,  law 
partner  for  25  years. 

The  table  was  said  to  have 
been  used  in  their  law  office. 
A  third  item  donated  by  Mrs. 
Muir  was  a  first  edition  of 
Herndon't  "Life  of  Lincoln." 
Mrs.  Muir  died  last,  Christmas 
day  at  the  age  of  77. 


